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Response to Email Query No. 11, Raised: Friday 26th July 2013 

 
Query Details: 
 
If you have time could you post this query to the NORAC group. 

  
'One of our clients is about to replace all of the safes in their retail units, approx 300 sites. Most have a 

safe unit which has been presumed ACM - some attempt to record the manufacturer and model has been 
collected but this has still not helped with trying to determine if the Safe is asbestos containing.  

Our client has queried if there is a cost effective way to determine if these safes are asbestos containing, 

via a sampling exercise of each different safe unit (and we all know how many different safe models are 
out there). 

  
Has anyone intrusively inspected a safe? what method/equipment/provisions were required. Does the 

cost outweigh that of disposing the safe directly as an ACM. 

  
Any thoughts?' 

 
Feedback: 
 
The query was sent out to all organisations on the circulation list for both northern and 
southern Norac groups. Details have been collated from those who responded. 
 
LIST of Comments received from Members with regards to this query. Each comment has come 
from a different laboratory. 
 
 

1. Use an appropriate low speed drill… 
 

 

2. Regarding the safe, we've never been asked to intrusively investigate one, despite usually 
presuming them to contain asbestos. As they're designed to resist intrusion, I imagine this is why 
they usually just get disposed of as asbestos waste at demolition stage. 

 

 

3. Having received a number of calls from customers concerned that some older document safes 

may have contained asbestos, safe supplier, A to Z Safe Warehouse, contacted major 

manufacturers for advice.  Having failed to receive a satisfactory response they undertook their 

own research, taking samples from their stock of used safes to send for analysis. They say that 

they were astonished to find that out of nine samples tested, eight contained Chrysotile asbestos 

products.   The flame retardant properties of asbestos were ideal for use as door seals to prevent 

flames being drawn into the interior of the safe through the slight gap between the door and 

frame. This invariably took the form of a woven asbestos tape adhered around the door frame 

against which the door would close.  A to Z Safe Warehouse say that asbestos is unlikely to be 

used elsewhere on safes as it conducts heat.   
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Products featuring asbestos included models by major manufacturers such as Stratford, Tann, 

Rosengrens, Guardian, Chatwood Milner, Chubb, Kardex, Hagger & Daniels and Sperry 

Remington, but this is by no means a definitive list. 

A to Z Safe Warehouse are apparently trained and licensed to remove and dispose of safes and 

cabinets containing asbestos, although I can’t find them listed on the HSE list of all current 

asbestos licence holders. 

The results of their research have been published in a small booklet ‘Asbestos in Safes’. To 

receive a free copy contact: 
Chris Goldfinch 
Managing Director 
A to Z Safe Warehouse 
263 Church Road 
Benfleet, SS7 4QL 
Tel: 01268 566317 
Email: chris@atozsafes.com 

 

 
 

4. It’s certainly worth trying to determine if ACMs are present as these things can be very big and 
heavy if just presumed.   
So firstly, do some research on make, model and year of origin of course.  
I’ve looked at plenty that have already been damaged and the casing is split so you can see and 
sample the fire proofing material.  The problem of course is when they’re in good condition and 
you need to open them up.  
Drill with shadow vac tool attached but fairly limited as these things can be bomb proof! Hand 
tools also fairly limited.  
Build a bubble tent over it and use power tools (though I’ve never done this myself but heard 
people suggest it) 

 
 

 

5. It is a difficult one. 
First of all, I would say that due to the cost for disposal if you were to just assume that approx 
300 safes contain asbestos, it would be best to identify those that do not contain asbestos. 
If the safes have to be disposed of it would be well worth compiling a list of all makes and models 
of the safes and researching from manufacture details if they are likely to contain asbestos, as if 
they do not contain asbestos they could presumably be of value and be sold on. 
Secondly do they have to be disposed of at all? 
I assume that any potential asbestos is not visible and well sealed within the cavity wall of the 
safe, they could potentially just remain in situ even if new safes are required in addition. 
Regarding the inspection to the cavity of the safes I would assume it to be a difficult and costly 
experience, I have not had experience in this (honest) but I should imagine that the safes will be 
difficult to drill into and it would need to be done under at least locally controlled methods. 
I should imagine that this would only be practicable if it were to be done to say one safe as an 
example where there were a number of safes of this type. 

 
Sorry I can’t be of more help but we have not had much experience of this really before. 
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Summary: 
 
This query appears to be something which not many people have experience of. Suggestions 
have been made with regards to using low powered drills to gain access within the safe case 
but also note that this may not be that easy. It would be worth applying to obtain the booklet 
available from A to Z Safe Warehouse as this would provide a good starting point on what has 
been found within ‘known safe models’ which may appear on the list available from your client. 
For those models which don’t appear on the list it might be worth attempting to do a trial with 
them and maybe updating the A to Z list? I would guess this will be a cheaper option than 
disposing of all the safes as containing asbestos and would be a better approach when 
considering clogging up landfill sites. 
 
 
 
Colette Willoughby 
9th September 2013 
 


